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18And the LORD said to Moses: ‘Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is spirit, and lay thy hand
upon him; ... 22And Moses did as the LORD commanded him; and he took Joshua, and set him before
Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation. 23And he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a
charge, as the LORD spoke by the hand of Moses.
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1 And Moses went and spoke these words unto all Israel. 2 And he said unto them: 'l am a hundred and
twenty years old this day; | can no more go out and come in; and the LORD hath said unto me: Thou shalt
not go over this Jordan. 3 The LORD thy God, He will go over before thee; He will destroy these nations
from before thee, and thou shalt dispossess them; and Joshua, he shall go over before thee, as the LORD
hath spoken.

7 And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel: 'Be strong and of good
courage; for thou shalt go with this people into the land which the LORD hath sworn unto their fathers to
give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it.

14 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Behold, thy days approach that thou must die; call Joshua, and present
yourselves in the tent of meeting, that | may give him a charge.' And Moses and Joshua went, and
presented themselves in the tent of meeting.
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And [Moshe] went — he went to each tribe to let them know that he is about to die so that they will not
fear, and to strengthen their hearts by the words [about] Joshua... In my opinion, that is when he blessed
the tribes, even if their blessings are later in the text.
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And Moshe went- Moshe went from the Levite camp to the camp of Israel to honor them, as one who
wants to leave of his friend and came to request his permission.
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I can no more leave and come — Could it be that his strength had ebbed? The text says: “his eye did not
dim nor had he lost his moisture.” Rather, what does | can no more mean? | am no longer authorized. For
authority was taken from me and granted to Joshua.
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Said to him (The Holy One Blessed be He): So | thought, and so is the way of the world; each generation has
its teachers, each generation has its providers, each generation has its leaders. Until now it was your turn
to serve [and now has come the turn of Joshua your student to serve.] He said before Him: Master of The
Universe, if it is because of Joshua that | am to die, | shall go and be his student. He said to him: If you wish

to do so, go do it.

Moshe got up early and went to Joshua’s opening. Joshua was sitting and teaching and Moshe stood and
bent himself and placed his hand over his mouth, and Joshua’s eyes were unable to see him, so that
[Moshe] will feel the suffering and come to terms [with dying.] Meanwhile, Israel went to the opening of
Moshe, and found him by the opening of Joshua. Joshua was sitting and Moshe was standing. They said to
Joshua: What got into you that Moshe Rabeinu (Our Great Teacher) is standing and you are sitting?! Once
he lifted his eyes and saw him, he immediately rent his clothing and yelled and cried and said: My Rabbi,
my Rabbi! My father, my father! My master!

Said Israel to Moshe: Moshe Rabeinu, teach us Torah! He said to them: | don’t have the authority. They said
to him: We will not leave you! A Heavenly voice came out and said to them: learn from Joshua. They
accepted upon themselves to sit and learn from Joshua. Joshua sat at the head, Moshe on his right and
Elazar and Itamar (the Kohanim) on his left. He sat and taught before Moshe... and the traditions of
wisdom were taken from Moshe and give to Joshua, so Moshe did not know what Joshua was teaching.
After Israel stood up and said to Moshe: ‘The Torah became closed to us!’ He said to them: | don’t know
how to answer you. And Moshe Rabeinu was stumbling and failing.

At that time he said: Master of The Universe, until now | asked to live. Now, my soul is handed to you.
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